
LEADER’S STATEMENT 

Statement of the Leader of the Council 
 
 
1. Staffordshire’s People 
 
1.1 Determination of Community and Voluntary Controlled School 
Admission Arrangements and Coordinated Admission Scheme 2013/14 
 
Parents’ wishes are accommodated as much as possible with both primary and 
secondary admissions.  The admissions statistics for this year show 97% of 
pupils were allocated their first choice secondary school, and 91% allocated 
their first choice primary school.  This is above the national average, and is also 
testament to the hard work that goes into allocating school places especially in 
the face of increased pupil numbers.  The Cabinet have noted the action of the 
Cabinet Member for Education and Skills in approving, under delegated powers, 
the school admission arrangements for 2013/14 
 
(Cabinet – 16 May 2012) 
 
1.2 Children’s Centre Public Consultation 
 
The County Council is committed to developing an Early Year Strategy and to 
providing excellent quality services in early years. Children’s Centre services 
need to be redesigned to have a greater focus on the most disadvantaged 
children and families in need of our help.  Cabinet have approved proposals 
proposal to match and link Children’s Centre catchment areas to existing county 
council services that support children, young people and families, ensuring that 
services offered address the particular needs of the communities surrounding 
each site.  They have also agreed that the County Council should gradually 
withdraw from local authority run childcare provision. 
 
(Cabinet – 16 May 2012) 
 
1.3 Unlocking Local Capacity – A Policy Framework 
 
Since 2009, the County Council has strived to enable communities and 
individuals to shape public service delivery and to support themselves where 
appropriate. It has been and will continue to be a key approach for delivering 
the priority outcomes.  Cabinet have endorsed the Unlocking Local Capacity 
policy framework to ensure that power and influence resides locally; that 
community wellbeing is increased and that service delivery is underpinned by 
our core values of: 
 

• Customer and citizen focus; 
• Listening and responding to local need; and 
• Encouraging personal responsibility while protecting those who need us 

 
(Cabinet – 16 May 2012) 
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1.4 Transforming Welfare Benefits and Fairer Charging in Staffordshire 
 
The implementation of the new Partnership for Care and the ageing population 
will result in increased demand for financial assessment and welfare benefit 
services over the coming years. The County Council’s responsibilities in this 
regard are closely allied to the responsibilities of District and Borough Councils’ 
for housing and council tax benefits.  The Cabinet have therefore agreed that 
the County Council commissions the District and Borough councils to deliver the 
Welfare Rights and Fairer Charging service, facilitating the delivery of a ‘one-
stop’ shop approach to benefits, financial assessments and welfare advice 
delivered via local access and delivery points. 
 
(Cabinet – 16 May 2012) 
 
2. Staffordshire’s Communities 
 
2.1 Making Staffordshire Safer - Automatic Number Plate Recognition 
 
The Council is committed to reducing crime and over the next few months will, 
with partners, particularly Staffordshire Police, be introducing a number of 
targeted actions to make Staffordshire even safer.  Cabinet has approved the 
first of these actions which provides for the installation of strategically placed 
fixed and mobile “Automatic Number Plate Recognition” (ANPR) technology 
across the county.  This technology, via cameras strategically positioned on the 
county’s highway network, can detect numbers-plates, send this information to 
a Control Centre where analysis is undertaken that indicates whether or not this 
vehicle needs to be stopped by the Police.  With recent developments in ANPR 
technology there is now a solution available that can identify and track criminals 
allowing the authorities to intervene before, or use the data captured to build a 
case and catch the perpetrator after the crime has been committed 
 
(Cabinet –20 June 2012) 
 
3. Our Staffordshire  
 
3.1 2011/12 Final Financial Outturn and Performance report 
 
The Cabinet has received a report giving an overview of both the county 
council’s financial and operational performance for 2011/2012.  The report 
highlighted the progress that the county council was making in delivering the 
nine cross-cutting Outcomes as outlined in the Strategic Plan 2011-2016.  
Cabinet noted that during 2011/12, £34.2m of savings were delivered. Cabinet 
also approved carry-forwards totalling £3.507m to support a range of projects in 
2012/13. 
 
(Cabinet –20 June 2012) 
 
3.2 Portfolio Holder Delegated Decisions - Portfolio holders have recently 
taken decisions in respect of the following matters:  
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• (i) Noted the proposed changes to the street lighting PFI delivery 
contract. 
(ii) Approved the introduction of a county wide street lighting dimming 
strategy. 

 (iii) Approved the introduction of switching off street lights between 
midnight and 6am, when requested by local communities. 

 
• The sale of Green Hall, Lichfield Road, Stafford, to McCarthy and 

Stone Retirement Lifestyles 
 
3.3 Forward Plan - The Cabinet have approved the Forward Plan for the period 
2 July to 31 October 2012, which contains details of the decisions which the 
Cabinet are expected to take during that period.  
 
4. HRH The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
 
4.1 In order to celebrate and commemorate the Jubilee, I took great pleasure in 
presenting, together with Vice Lord Lieutenant Colonel Michael Beatty, both 
Union and County flags to all Staffordshire schools. 
 
4.2 It was fantastic to see the county entering into the jubilee spirit, with over 
eighty street parties held, a captivating selection of photographs of HRH The 
Queen taken by Patrick Lichfield being hosted at Shugborough together with the 
President narrow boat flying the county flag during the jubilee pageant on the 
River Thames.  The President was eventually welcomed home in great style 
after its 366 mile trip. Andrew Slater from the locally based Slater Ales 
presented the crew with a well deserved barrel of the finest ale.   
 
5. National Memorial Arboretum (NMA) 
 
5.1 A Falklands War Memorial was recently unveiled at the NMA. I was in 
attendance when David Cameron, the Prime Minister visited to pay his respects 
to those who fell during the conflict. I updated him on our plans to invest in the 
NMA and on the signing of the Armed Forces Community Covenant by 
Staffordshire partners which will result in us working together to support those 
members of the forces who are, or will be, based in the county or retired 
members who have decided to make Staffordshire their home. 
 
6. Leaders’ Visits and meetings 
 
6.1 During late May I visited Chestnut Grange extra care in Burton. I witnessed 
the most fantastic facilities, and more importantly, met many very contented 
residents. This is a wonderful example of social care, health and housing 
services all working together to improve the lives of our communities.  
 
6.2 We were pleased to recently host Mark Prisk, Minister for Business and 
Enterprise who visited us to discuss the Staffordshire economy with our Local 
Enterprise Partnership Board. He was clear that Staffordshire is seen as forging 
ahead on economic regeneration. 
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6.3 Despite the weather, the County Show was as successful as ever. During 
my visit, I chatted with Andrew Griffiths, MP for Burton, John Mercer, NFU 
Regional Director and Graham Morley, Principal of South Staffordshire College 
(sponsors of the show), who was showcasing the new Rural Enterprise 
Academy at Rodbaston which is due to open in September 2012. The college 
now has Department of Education consent to provide a range of rural based 
academic and practical courses for 14-19 year olds. I am particularly pleased 
that through the rural County team we were able to have a presence at the 
County Show to help showcase all our work across the rural county. This 
included Community Volunteers, County Farms, Animal Health, the LEADER 
Programme, broadband, tourism and Taste of Staffordshire.  Our marquee was 
well attended on both days and many people commented that it was good to 
see the County Council back at the show.   
 
6.4 I chair the Staffordshire Agricultural group which includes key agencies from 
across the sector, including the National Farmers Union, the Country Land and 
Business Association and South Staffordshire College. Through this group we 
have undertaken a review of the tenancies of County Farms to provide a more 
structured approach in order to allow tenants to invest and develop their 
businesses. I was therefore very pleased to attend the Rural Strategy 
Stakeholder Conference at Rodbaston in June. Over fifty delegates worked 
together to develop a co-ordinated approach to rural issues facing the county. 
 
6.5 I have been attending numerous Local Government Association (LGA) 
meetings, lobbying hard on behalf of the county. A LGA economy and transport 
meeting considered the local growth campaign, street works and EU funding 
post 2013. The LGA Executive meeting debated local government finance, 
youth engagement as well as hearing from Clive Betts, MP and Graham Allen, 
MP, both Chairmen of Parliamentary Select Committees, on their thoughts 
regarding the future role of local government.      
 
 
 
 P.E.B. Atkins 
 Leader of the County Council 


